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The Pastor’s

Message ##fi Pastor Roland

Twenty-eight years have passed, and God’s grace
is indeed abundant! From one church to three
churches; from one congregation to six congregations
(including children and church plants); from a few
teams to more than thirty ministry teams; from
local ministry to small town mission and global
missions. We have sponsored more than 80 children
around the world, maintained seven routes for
small town mission and established a fellowship in
Wetaskiwin, and supported the planting of 50 new
churches in Cuba in the past two years. In terms of
the new immigrant ministry, about 60 families were
received, and more than 100 newcomers stayed at
our church. In all of these, God’s grace is great! It is
also the fruit that we bear witness to as we learn to
“obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit, ride on the
wind blown by the Holy Spirit, and ride on the
waves God created.”

When | went to Cuba in January, | saw a saying
that resonated with me: "The church does not exist
to entertain the saved, but to: (1) glorify God, (2)
seek the lost, (3) train disciples." Isn't this exactly
what we need to constantly focus on and chart our
course! Do our lives glorify God? Do we take heart
to our unbelieving friends? How serious are we in
making new generations of disciples?

After the pandemic, many churches are struggling
to survive, or even have downsized or closed their
doors. "Evangel" is experiencing growth among the
few. | think the key is that we are still a church with
vision, passion, and action. A church that takes the
Great Commission as her mandate will not be
looked down upon by God. So don’t lose sight,
don’t compromise, and don’t be complacent!

There are many touching testimonies about the

mission experiences in this issue of church
magazine. | hope you will be inspired!
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T asked Fesus,
“How much do
You love me?”
“This much,”
He answered.
Then He stretched

oul his arms

and died.
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Milestones of Evangel Bapfist Church in 28 Years

1996
1997

1998

1999

2000
2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

64

Began Public Worship / Sunday School / Senior Ministry / Resource Centre

Began Youth Ministry (1% Youth Pastor: Michael Petrinchuk) / Women Ministry /
Literature Ministry

Established Discipleship Training Ministry / Pastor Mike resigned / Called Daniel
Soong as Youth Pastor

Ordination of two pastors (Terence Chan & Roland Shum) / Established Home
Groups / Pastor Daniel resigned / Intern Pastor: Ben Wong

Began Senior Lodge Ministry / Anglo Church Planting

Involved in New Year Extravaganza Ministry / Established Mandarin Ministry /
Called Wesley Dong as Youth Pastor

Adopted the “Purpose-Driven Church” Model / Began Mandarin Worship / Anglo
Church Planted (The Bridge: Rev. Greg Idell) / Participated in CCM’s Small
Town Mission / Called Joseph Zhou as the first Mandarin Pastor

Began City North Mission Work / Established College & Career Group / Decided
to purchase a church property

City North Mission Work became “Agape Chinese Baptist Church” / Pastor
Wesley resigned / Pastor Joseph Zhou resigned

Participated in social concern petitions for the support of traditional marriage /
Called Doris Poon as Mandarin Pastor

Began Men’s Group / Purchased a piece of land of 2.84 acres & paid off
the mortgage / First Church Leaders’ Retreat / Held the first English Rally /
Called Nathan Vedoya as Agape CBC Youth Pastor

Began Children Fellowship / Held the first Children Carnival

Began the VIPER project / Called Sam Wong as Chinese Pastor at Agape
CBC / Re-structured small group ministry / 1% local mission at Hope Mission

Called Wayne Hoover as English Pastor / Mission Trip to Calgary CBC / S.T.M.
in Belize / Approved 2.8 million for building project / Ground-breaking Ceremony /
S.T.M. in South Alberta / Pastor Doris resigned / Sent out missionary couple,
Nick & Iris Hung, to Nigeria / Reached the goal of 1 million in fundraising /
Pastor Nathan resigned from Agape CBC



2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Added Trade Name “Evangel Baptist Church” / Building Project completed /
Joe Kung as Mandarin Interim Pastor / Established Evangel Family Centre and its
outreach ministries / Open House / Children SPICES Camp / S.T.M. in P.E.I. /
Church Dedication Ceremony / Accepted Mabel Yau to be the Volunteer Caring
Pastor / Mission month in Nov.

Visited University City in China / Mission trip to Sichuan / Rev. Terence Chan
resigned and honoured with the title of Pastor Emeritus / Pastor Sam Wong
resigned and Pastor Calvin Poon was called as Agape CBC Youth Pastor / “3-11”
family workshop & re-commitment night

DCPI-CPC & CPE Training / Soul care Training / Pastor Joe Kung resigned /
Called Alex Chee as Mandarin Pastor / Renting facility to CIA / Began Tai Chi &
Photography Ministry / 1% Time Evangel’s Got Talent night / 10" Anniversary of
Mandarin ministry / Ordination of Rev. Wayne Hoover / Called Wilson Chiu as
Chinese Pastor at Agape CBC / Formed Mandarin young adult fellowship,
women’s group & senior fellowship

1% Time Alpha Course / Helped a new Church Plant — LRBC / Called Caleb Kan
as Associate English Pastor / Co-sponsored “China Mission” Vision Night /
Christmas Evangelistic Concert/ Pastor Hanna Ng as Children Ministry Coordinator at
Agape BC

Sunday School Teachers’ Training / Recommitment Wedding Ceremony / Cuba
Vision & Mission Trip / Helped facilitate Rapha Courses / Send Edmonton Vision
Sharing Events / Co-sponsored GOI Revival Meeting / Church Life Camp / China
Mission Trip / Partnering with Morning Star Montessori Centre to begin a
preschool and kindergarten school / Pastor Alex Chee resigned

1% Time Chinese New Year Celebration and Photo Exhibition / Planted Trinity
Mandarin Baptist Church / 40 Days Devotionals on Marching Together / 2" Time
Alpha Course (whole church) / 1% Time Silent Retreat on Desert Fathers’ Wisdom /
Ordination of Pastor Nick Hung /Pastor Mabel Yau resigned / Called Joey Chan
as Associate Pastor

65



66

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Called Flavius Mui as Mandarin Pastor / 20" Anniversary / 2" Cuba, Santiago
Mission Trip / Child Dedication for 13 children / Cuba, Florida Mission Trip /
Called Jinell Sun as TMBC’s Pastor / China, Dongguan Mission / Church
Restructuring / “Evangel’s Got Talent” night / Ordination of Pastor Wilson Chiu /
Children Sponsorship exceeded 60/ Led 165 people to Christ (local & global) /
Rev. Wayne resigned

Mission training by GOI / Mandarin Chinese New Year Celebration / 3™ Cuba,
Santiago Mission Trip / 3™ Time Alpha Course / STM Training by CCM / Garage
sale (fundraising) for an Iran refugee family / TMBC’s Pastor Jinell resigned /
Agape BC’s Pastor Calvin resigned / Vision Tour at Left Behind Children Villages /
Called Leon Qin as TMBC’s Pastor / Mandarin Kairos Course / Small Town
Mission 35 participants / Led 137 people to Christ (local & global)

4™ Cuba Mission Trip (100 new believers) / Mandarin Evangelistic Meeting /
Partnered with Restaurant Ministry / EFC 3:15 High Tea Event / Called Rosalyn
Lo as Agape BC’s English Pastor / Agape BC’s Rev. Wilson Chiu resigned /
Called Ken Li as Agape BC’s Chinese Pastor / Cantonese Camp / Sponsored
CNBC'’s EQUIP Training / Partnered with Love Foundation Left Behind Ministry /
Children sponsorship 85+ kids / Led 135 people to Christ (local & global)

5™ Cuba Mission Trip - 2 teams (140 new believers) / 1% Bible Quiz Retreat /
Child Dedication (19) / Administration Coordinator Jacqueline Tam resigned /
Yvonne Tai & Helen Siu as Church Administrators / Prayer Walk at SW region /
TMBC’s Pastor Leon Qin stepped down / Drama Outreach Night/ Led 170 people
to Christ (local & global)

6™ Cuba Mission Trip — 3 teams (234 new believers) / “Stand by Me” Evangelistic
Meeting / Pastor Caleb Kan resigned / All church meetings went online / Revised
Church Constitution’s approved / Jeremiah Capule as English Volunteer Pastor /
Helped CCCOWE Canada & Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention become mission
partners / Additional daily prayer meetings set up (English & Mandarin) / Pastor
Rosalyn Lo of Agape BC resigned / Paid off all the debts from building fund /
Led 250 people to Christ (local & global)



2021

2022

2023

Cuba Compassion Project (benefited over 3000 people) / Cantonese Happiness
Groups (3 groups) / 25" Anniversary / Group Devotional Journeys (in alternate
months, ~40+ participants) / Discipleship Training (English & Mandarin)/Online
Mission Events(China, Uganda, Mongolia, Brazil))Began “New Immigrant
Ministry” / Reopening of in-person worships started in Aug & Sept along with
existing online worships / The candidate of Children’s Pastor was approved /
Accepted Rev. Terence Chan as Advisory Pastor / Pastor Ken Li of Agape
BC resigned

Monthly Zoom Meeting with Hong Kong friends / 26™ Anniversary / Bi-monthly
Group Devotional Journey continued / New Immigrant Ministry has helped 20+
families, 60+ friends settle / Small Town Mission with 40 participants collectively
won 8 people to Christ / Pastors Flavius & Joey resigned / Meeting with
70+ Cuba church planters online / In-person SPICES Camp (32 campers) /
Newcomers' Fellowship established /Local Mission restarted CCC
visits for seniors / Accommodated 2 prominent Cuba leaders in Mission
Month / Rebuilt Mandarin  Young Adults' Fellowship / Joint Christmas Potluck,
Praise Night & Sunday Worship / Baptism after the pandemic

Helped 5 African refugee families / Resumed the Cuba Mission — the 7" Trip, 3
teams / Began a senior fellowship in Ebenezer Baptist Church in Wetaskiwin /
Called Rev. David Lee as the Mandarin congregation’s pastor / New Immigrant
& newcomer ministry continued its vitality / Led 84 people to Christ (local &
global)
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uffering Seeking Understandﬁ;\g

Jordan Wang

On October 5, 2023, my beloved grandma, after being bedridden for over two years,
passed away at 88. The funeral was the following day. My wife Lily, daughter Mercy, and
I, her eldest grandson, had just settled in Edmonton from Hong Kong and couldn’t return
to China in time.

Earlier in August, we had visited her in Fujian to bid farewell. My uncle held a brief family
worship where we prayed and sang “The Best Blessing of Life” and “Amazing Grace.” He
anticipated that it might be our last meeting.

My family’s faith journey began the year | was born back in 1986. My father, who had
married less than a year ago, soon to be a father, drowned in Nanchang, Jiangxi. His death
left a void: his parents without their eldest son, his wife soon to be a mother, and his two
younger brothers and one sister bereaved of their guiding sibling. My family believed that
his sudden death was linked to a curse. After my birth, our Christian neighbor and a pastor
suggested embracing Jesus to overcome spiritual disturbances. Thus, starting with my
mom and grandma, many of my family members turned to Christianity.

I've learned three lessons from my family’s faith journey. First, suffering led them to faith.
My grandma believed that “without suffering, no one would come to Jesus.” Her life was
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one marked by suffering, and my father was not the first child she lost./Among the
children she bore, two of her daughters died at the ages of three and one. Suffering,
however, made her realize the preciousness of Jesus.

Second, faith in Jesus didn’t end their suffering in life but helped them endure life’s
trials. Decades later, my grandma continued to grieve whenever she remembered my
father. Similarly, my mom not only lost my father, but over two decades later, my
stepfather also died of kidney failure. Yet, their sufferings didn’t push them away from
faith but rather deepened it.

Third, knowing Jesus is a gradual process, not just an instant decision. As a baby, hymns
used to soothe me, but | drifted from church by junior high school. When | was about to
enter senior high in 2002, | wrote in my diary that | didn’t believe in Christianity even
though my family did. Three years later in 2005, after expressing a desire to attend
church service, | chose to follow Jesus during a summer camp, nearly two decades after
my family first encountered Jesus.

Today, | can stand here because of the suffering that began 37 years ago, because of the
very faith that has sustained my family through suffering, and also because of the words
of Jesus, “In this world, you will have trouble. But take heart; | have overcome the
world.”
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Mission Trip

Angel Cheng (Silicon Valley Alliance Church, CA, USA)

Why go to Cuba?

Why did I want to join the Cuba mission trip? | wanted to see God’s field and harvest.
What I didn’t expect was to meet God in very unexpected ways.

We don’t need to go somewhere or do something in order to experience God. God is
with us all the time. However, if you are so bogged down with the mundane details of
daily living that you can’t quiet down to have a good conversation with God, it doesn’t
hurt to step away for a moment - kind of like what people do when they go on
vacation - to unplug. The difference is you are also doing something meaningful for
God. When you do that, be prepared to see God.

Do you believe in miracles?

I have heard about Jesus’ miracles in the Bible and miracles from other missionaries
but I've always had some reservations. I want to share a story with you.

Before the trip, I read that a lot of professionals like doctors flee the country
because the medical system collapsed. A local pastor confirmed this when [ got

there. Fortunately, [ brought the medications I needed so I should be ok.

[ was very blessed to go on the STMT with my 19 year old son, Alex. On the first day in
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Cuba, Alex complained to me that there was something in his eye. I looked and didn’t
see anything so I told him casually to rinse it with saline and left it at that.

That day, we went to visit a church planter. [ vividly remembered her because I
wondered why everybody kept calling her Sister when we are all brothers and sisters
in Christ. Then I realized her name is Sixter. Also, she wears size 6 shoes. The reason
why [ knew her shoe size is because she often walks long distances to preach the
gospel.

Later that night, we went to attend a program at a church. When I walked in, an older
lady approached me, grabbed my arm and kept repeating something in Spanish. I didn’t
understand Spanish so I asked for a translation. I was told this older lady is Sixter’s
aunt and she kept saying “My daughter is an eye doctor!”. “My daughter is an eye
doctor!”. I thought that was so random. Maybe she’s really proud of her daughter and
telling everyone that. So I praised her that she raised her daughter well and then I left.

The next morning, Alex told me he couldn’t quite see because there was a white film in
his eye. My heart sank because [ was afraid he had retina detachment which would
require immediate treatment or he could lose his sight. Given the medical system in
Cuba, I might have to fly back to the US right away but what if I couldn’t get a plane
ticket? I panicked. Alex is only 19! God, please help him. Then Shirley reminded me that
Sixter’s niece is an ophthalmologist and we went to her church last night. Suddenly, it
dawned on me - God saw this coming all along and she told Sixter’s aunt to remind me
that her daughter can help Alex. | was completely mesmerized by God’s divine
power. No one knew Alex had discomfort in his eye except me and him. We
didn’t expect it to get worse overnight but God saw it coming. He knows everything and
is in charge of it all!

Spiritual warfare - When we work, we just work. When God works, everything
works.

Do you think Satan will sit still and let us connect with God so easily? Just as God is at
work, Satan won’t stand by and watch either. During one of the preparation training,
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Alex changed his mind suddenly. We had an argument about it and I was advised to
just pray for him and let it go. “Let it go” sounds so easy and carefree but it’s one of the
most difficult things to do. I stupidly asked what I needed to DO. At the end, I realized
there is nothing else [ could do except pray. But praying seems so passive...just pray? |
prayed in tears for three days and held on to God dearly while I prayed. While kicking
and screaming, I learned about submission and letting go. It sure wasn’t easy but |
went through it. | remembered Jacob’s wrestling with God...

Always be ready to do God’s work

['ve had slight knee discomfort every now and then but never debilitating. However,
before the trip, I started having knee pain and eventually couldn’t even walk. [ crawled
to the bathroom one night, thinking I might have to cancel the trip. However, I told
Satan that if | had to go in a wheelchair, I would still go. I went to the orthopedic doctor
to take out two needles full of fluid and had a cortisone shot. [ was able to walk again
and started physical therapy. I knew I wasn'’t in shape but I had no idea I was that out
of shape. Then Alex said something that stuck with me - “we should always be
prepared to do God’s work”. Are you ready to do God’s work?

Are you ready to be a missionary?

['ve always thought I could be a missionary until I visited their homes in Cuba - tears
rolled down my cheeks and I thanked God for their sacrifice. I lived in Oakland,
California so I thought [ had seen sketchy neighborhoods but when I went to one of the
churches, I was taken by surprise. The church planter explained how the church was
burglarized and they took some equipment. He thanked God that he wasn’t feeling well
that night and went to bed early because otherwise, he would have died fighting with
the burglars.

[ thought I had seen the worst until two days later when we went to another church
planter’s home. The church planter wholeheartedly thanked the team with so much
gratitude for helping her fix up her house. I saw the house, turned around and left
because it was even more humbling than the first house. However, that’s also the same
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location where [ saw a group of kids following Alex. They were so open and pure. In my
mind, I really hope we could have a summer camp there because they need so little and
are more open hearted than a lot of wealthy kids in the US. God is fair and He
provides. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

God'’s field and harvest

One day, we visited one of the church plants. The planter’s daughter is 6 years old and
she showed us how to share the gospel. It was eye opening, not because she could
memorize the script but because she has so much passion for preaching. Spreading the
gospel is truly that simple to her.

The goal next year is to have 50 church plants in Cuba, each starts with 4-6 small
groups. Since they are not allowed to have big churches, they have small home
gatherings wherever the house owners allow them. They normally have small groups
once a week and the small groups compose of three sections:

1. Look back
2. Look up
3. Look forward

Look back is to care for the small group attendees. People share about their lives and
pray for each other.

Look up is to read his Words or watch videos. One of the ones they watched was the
Purpose Driven Life.

Look forward is to set goals and think about how they can invite others. This will
be followed up next week in the look back section.

It's that simple. Does it sound familiar? If it does, it’s because this is also the goal of our
church this year - to connect together and build the community.
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There are no secret formulae in church planting. The key is whether you have the
passion for God.

There is not a price too high, only value you cannot see. If you know the value of the
gospel, you will pay any price for it, wouldn't you?

What is happiness? Do you want to see God?

So many of us strive to have a better living, assuming that’s going to make us
happier. The trip allowed me to see what true wealth and happiness are.

Do you want to see God? How about joining the next mission trip to Cuba? You might
be surprised at what God let you see.

If you cannot go, may I encourage you to support the missionaries? They might be out
there doing the work you and I are not ready to pick up.
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l ]nderestimating Cuba

Alex Kwok (Silicon Valley Alliance Church, CA, USA)

Upon landing in Holgin, | was immediately struck by the bare-bones design of the airport.
Stepping outside, | was met with the smell of burning oil and unrestricted exhaust gas
from cars built in the 50s. This was a stark contrast to the tourist attractions shown in
magazines and on television.

Immediately, | was received by the Cuban pastoral team. To say doing missions in Cuba
was eye-opening would be a gross understatement. Amenities that were common in
America, like clean water, were often reserved for places where the government knew
there would be tourists. Houses were often roofed with rusty sheet metal and supported
by cracked and crumbling concrete.

For many, shoes were a luxury, and motorized transportation was too expensive to
be accessible. Electricity and water are controlled by the government and not guaranteed.

The most surprising thing, however, was the zeal and love Cubans had for God. Once
during worship, the power went out and without missing a beat members of the
congregation illuminated the building with their personal lights, the worship team sang
even louder as though the speakers did not just turn off, and the keyboardist
switched to an analog guitar. If anything the lack of electricity seemed to encourage
and spur on the church as if saying, "You can take our resources, but not our spirit!" At
that moment, | felt immense shame.

In my own church, | do not even sing. | tell myself my voice is too rough or | am too tired.
Yet in Cuba, despite having so many potential reasons not to worship, they worship with
all their might. This experience has shown me that while | am rich in possessions, | am
poor in spirit. Cuba has set a fire in my soul to want more of God. To appreciate the
undeserved opportunity to flourish in America. To make disciples of all nations. And to
humble myself like a child before God.
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arrying out GGod’s mission
Bridget Sham

Since my last short term mission to Cuba in 2016, | had always known | would
return one day to see our Cuban brothers and sisters again and to experience
God. This mission trip was a touching experience that broadened my understanding
of church planting and what carrying out God’s mission is like in Cuba. The trip
was not only a physical exploration of a new place, but also a time to witness the
faith and testimonies of the Cuban people, the love and warmth they have for others,
and the socio-economic realities that shape their daily lives while serving God.

One of the most impactful parts of the trip was to witness the obedience and spirit
of the Cuban people. Despite facing severe economic challenges and limited
resources, their passion for God, their sense of community, and their ability to find
joy in simple pleasures were inspiring. Engaging with the local church plants
through shared meals, worship, and conversations allowed me to recognize the
true essence of happiness and fulfilment the Cuban people have in their hearts.
Moreover, this mission trip was a lesson in spiritual humility. While our intentions
were to offer support, | came to realize | was engaged by learning and observing
from the Cuban pastors and missionaries more than | expected. It was a humbling
reminder that God will use His disciples no matter the age or status to build and
glorify His kingdom as long as we are willing to respond.

Personally, the mission trip prompted self-reflection and a reevaluation of my own
values and priorities. Experiencing the simplicity of life in Cuba, unburdened by the
excesses and complexities in North America, encouraged me to examine my spiritual
health and journey thus far. It fueled a commitment to carry the spirit of serving
and discipleship into my daily life. | will always be grateful for the privilege of having
shared a brief but impactful chapter with the lives of the Cuban people.

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. - Romans 15:5-6
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Cuba Reflections

Here are three reflections from the mission trip that will serve as a sample of the
insights | obtained during my time in Cuba:

Kevin Ma

The people we met and served with from Cuba had incredibly big hearts. Despite
having fewer material goods than the typical Canadian standard, they were generous
and happy to share what they had with us, even if it meant sharing everything they
had. | had a sense that they went out of their way to make sure we felt comfortable,
and they treated us like family even though we were visitors. The generosity and
sacrifice that they have towards their fellow brothers and sisters was evident, and
was a remarkable example of a loving Christian community.

They also have a huge desire to worship and serve God. My Greek professor said
that “if you want to learn, nothing can stop you. If you don’t want to learn, nothing
can help you.” In the same way, it was evident that the churches we visited had a
passion for God, and they will not let any barriers stop them from living out this
passion. In many cases, they experience numerous difficulties with travel, safety
and technology (among other things), yet many church members will faithfully
serve and joyfully attend their worship services. This too was a remarkable example
of a thriving church community that will not let even significant challenges stop
them from worshipping God.

Finally, from our time visiting the church plants, | was able to observe the fruitfulness
of intentional disciple-making through their small group and church planting strategies.
Instead of waiting for people to find their way to the church, they have found
opportunities to bring God to the people. They have been able to reach people
who would not have had other opportunities to hear the gospel or attend church
services, by holding services in homes and serving the communities they are
situated in. In many cases, the people who began as attendees are now becoming
church leaders of their own.

It was an eye opening and fruitful cross cultural mission experience in Cuba.
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uba is a living book of Acts

Cindy Chou Fan

The 2024 Cuba mission trip was a great learning experience on what we are called
to be - God soldiers. Most church plants have their Pauls and Timothys. They work
together to serve their neighbors and their community. Age does not have limits:
we saw a special 6 year old daughter who goes out with her missionary dad to
spread the gospel, a16-year- old youth's stepping out to start small groups, young
missionary couples giving up their careers to serve Our Lord. The way they live to
tell others the good news is very simple, bold, and straight from the Bible, no beating
around the bush. They can quote verses without needing the Bible; it shows their
hunger and thirst are being satisfied with the bread and living water.

Every year, we bring suitcase after suitcase of resources we have collected and try
to distribute them to every church plant. It is very little, but for them it means so
much! Like the local Cuba pastor said, we are equal partners in God's Kingdom.
Without our help they would still be able to reach the lost souls in Cuba. However,
with our help, they can do it much faster and better. A point of reflection is that they
have the obedience but lack resources. In North America, we have the resources
but lack obedience.

When we think about our own life, if we strip ourselves from all the material things
we get, spend less on brand name stuff, live a simpler life, how much more can we
offer back and help our brothers and sisters in Cuba? To you who are reading this,
share with your friends what God has done in your life and invite them to come to
church. My invitation and prayer for you is to join the Cuba mission trip and
experience what God is doing there. You will gain so much insight, see with your
own eyes the Holy Spirit at work, and be transformed!
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y Grace is sufficient for you

Zi Heng Yao

A few days before the flight to Cuba for our short-term mission trip, | suddenly
caught a cold. | had a runny nose, a severely sore throat, and coughing days and
nights. | cried out to the Lord and pleaded with Him for | was afraid that | could not
make it on the plane for this mission trip. Yet, in my prayer, the Lord said, “My
grace is sufficient for you.” Right after the prayer, messages from brothers and
sisters in Christ were flooding in to offer their support. All of a sudden, our house
was filled with many voices in separate times days before our time to catch the
plane. Praise be to the Lord Christ Jesus! He answers my prayer! On the day of
departure, | still coughed, but we managed to get on the plane with no problem.

Throughout the mission trip in Cuba, | participated in all the events and witnessed
the great work of God. | have witnessed the Cuban missionaries planting churches
at a repeat rate. They were training church planters for the harvests. On the other
hand, | saw our church, Evangel Baptist as the supplier to support them. Just like
in 1 Corinthians 3:6-9, the Cuban missionaries planted the seeds, and Evangel
Baptist church watered it, but it was God who made it grow. It was an honour to be
part of God’s great work! Praise the Lord Almighty that He allowed our church to
be part of this. As a new member of this church, it was a privilege for me to
witness the fruit we bear with the resources which we invested.

| pray there will be more people interested in going to Cuba with us in the future. It
is a joyous feeling to witness the growth of the fruits and to experience the power
of the Holy Spirit at the same time. In Phil 1:6 “being confident of this, that he who
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
He uses our weaknesses to glorify Him when we are the most unexpected. Praise
be to the Lord Almighty!

79



I he Wind of Holy Spirit in Cuba

Haitao Zhang

In the heart of eastern Cuba, beneath the Caribbean sun and amidst the rhythmic beats of
its vibrant culture, our recent mission trip (Jan 1 to Jan 9th, 2024) became a profound
journey of witnessing the powerful work of the Holy Spirit, the unwavering passion and
obedience of believers for Christ and the gospel, and the rapid growth of a dynamic church
planting movement.

Our mission trip to Cuba was an 8-day endeavor, packed with church visiting (more than
25 churches) and serving activities, such as serving at the Lord’s Supper, preaching,
baptizing, sharing the personal testimonies, organizing workshops, playing the fun soccer
game etc.

The Cuban believers we encountered exuded a remarkable passion and obedience
for Christ that left an indelible mark on our hearts. Their commitment to the gospel was
not only vocalized in vibrant worship but also demonstrated through everyday acts
of kindness, love, and unwavering obedience to God's Word. It was humbling to witness a
community so deeply rooted in faith, facing extreme poverty and all kinds of challenges
with a spirit of joy and hope.

Engaging with the missionaries and their family during the church visiting sessions allowed
us to witness the sacrificial dedication of believers for the Lord Jesus, their unwavering
commitment to missions, and a flourishing church planting movement that echoed a clear
vision and strategy of expanding God's kingdom.

The mission trip allowed us to actively participate in and observe the rapid growth of the

church planting movement in Cuba. New congregations and small groups were emerging
in various neighborhoods, and local leaders displayed an inspiring commitment to
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strategic outreach. The movement reflected a collective urgency to share the transformative
message of Christ, resulting in a multiplication of vibrant, faith-filled communities.

As we reflect on our time in Cuba, the impact on our spiritual growth is undeniable. The
passion, obedience, and resilience of Cuban believers have challenged us to reevaluate our
own commitment to Christ. The rapid church planting movement served as a reminder of
the urgency to share the gospel and plant seeds of faith in our own communities.
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flection on Cuba Mission Trip

Michelle Wong (Agape)

| had never thought | would ever set foot on Cuban soil. | felt a mixture of excitement
and anxiousness around what this short mission trip would bring.

The day following our arrival, we had a tight schedule of visiting 10 churches.
Most of the church planters were young, energetic, passionate, responsive to
God’s calling and committed to fulfilling the great commission. One church planter
fasted twice a week and prayed that he would find faithful men to serve with.

Due to limited resources, some worship/meeting places were in open areas which
were simple with tarp supported by four poles, but this never stopped them from
gathering and worshipping God. Other places of worship were houses generously
offered to small groups for free by the homeowners.

| witnessed the Holy Spirit working in their hearts during worship. They thirsted for
God’s word. They sang loudly with hands held high, and danced to the music
while praising God.

Pastor Roland and Shirley were the backbone of the Cuba mission. | am grateful
to our team 3 leaders, Hui and Jinglin, especially Hui who was gentle, responsible
and caring. Praise the Lord for giving me this amazing experience to remember

for a lifetime. T
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reflection about Cuba mission

Lidia Yung (Starlight Mandarin Baptist Church)

Praise God for His goodness and love. | withessed God’s provision in the midst of
nothing. God never forgets His children as they never lack anything. I'm very humbled
by witnessing God's continued love towards our Cuban brothers and sisters.
Despite the country’s situation, many people are turning to Christ. | am reminded
that our world is temporary and the end will come to pass. But His salvation, His
love is eternal. When | see how the conditions in Cuba are, | am thankful that God
sent Jesus to save us from the problem of this world, to give us hope, for He loves
us. | am also reminded how urgent our world needs Jesus.
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od’s Faithfulness Manifested in
Cuba Mission Shirley Shum

2024 marks the tenth anniversary of the Cuba mission for Evangel Baptist Church.
God has been faithful all along no matter what the circumstances and the
challenges are.

It was shocking to hear that the church planting movement continued in Cuba even
during COVID. Church planters have been waiting to plant churches. In 2022, Evangel
supported fifteen new church plants and even more surprisingly, there were
thirty-five more planted in 2023. Only God could orchestrate the whole church
planting movement and make it happen. God has been faithful throughout history,
and there is no exception today.

Many young church planters, aged from twenty-five to early thirties, have responded to
God’s calling to plant churches despite limited resources available to support their
family needs. Professional doctors and engineers gave up their careers to
respond to God’s higher calling for them. The 25-year-old church planter has formed
her serving team. One of the team members is a 16-year-old youth leader. Their zeal
and passion for the lost souls are remarkable and commendable.

Discipleship is also their focus; Cuba teams met many pairs of “Paul and Timothy,”
disciple maker and disciple. The youngest Timothy is a six-year-old girl who
follows her dad, a church planter, to share the gospel with unbelievers. She is also
planning to start a small group with ten friends she can potentially invite. Training up
group leaders of all ages can be witnessed among church plants. The youngest group
leader is a thirteen-year boy who is already training others to be leaders. Obedience is
the key to execute the Great Commission. They do not only just learn about the Great
Commission or how to be disciples, but they also put it into practice and live it out.
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2024 is also the year with the most challenges for team members to get to Cuba. Flights
were cancelled and rebooking was close to impossible. One member was finally able to
join the team after thirty hours of rebooking flights with very costly plane tickets.
Another six-members’ flight was also cancelled ten hours before the scheduled
departure. Nothing else really worked except for praying. As soon as I closed my eyes
to pray with the local pastoral team, training materials for church planters, resource
libraries on flash drives, projectors, etc. came to mind as they were all in those
suitcases. We pleaded to God to open a way for the six members affected by the
flight cancellation, but all we could find was four seats, not six. As we were about to
book a flight that was not the best itinerary, but with six seats, the agent said, “Wait!
Two people just cancelled the flight you wanted.” The leadership team had to decide
within minutes. After discussing among leaders, it was decided that all six members
would be traveling to Cuba on extremely expensive plane tickets. We prayed to God to
open a way for us, and He did. Suddenly, a phrase from a morning group devotional
popped up “No price is too high!” Then a pastor said, “Some experiences can’t be
bought with money!” One of the best things about the flight arrangements was that all
ten members in Edmonton waiting to depart would be traveling on the same flight. God
gave us more than what we had asked for.

Not only did God provide, He also faithfully took care of all team members and
protected them in tangible, caring and thoughtful ways. A member had issues with his
vision and God prepared an ophthalmologist for him. Among the six team members
who almost did not make it to Cuba, there was a member specialized in Chinese
medicine and acupuncture. He ended up seeing close to one hundred and sixty patients
including medical doctors in Cuba, not including Cuba team members. One of our team
members had persistent pain due to an infection, but without antibiotics.
Acupuncture was an immense help to ease the pain. Miraculously, another
member of the six had the exact same kind of antibiotic that member needed. It
was no coincidence that the antibiotic needed was already with a team member. God
certainly prepared it.

God’s faithfulness was manifested among Cuba teams and Cuban church planters the in
Cuba mission. He is worthy of our praise and worship.
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