@_‘_53 BEE=REa
= vangel Baptist Church

—FE o2t H Bx+EE



E £# * Contents

Az s 2 B

B2 5e) P BE A S
(5 NED
HERR T B

|
Ao
W&
>

LE LR

rﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂ A E il Av\};-

24573 22 /Photos
FHS R HDEH

BAmt /% 1B R4
P %~ TR %

New Friends, New Landscape

Inspired and Encouraged By God’s Work in Cuba

My Road of Faith
SPICES Camp 2022 - “Passport to Peace”

o o1 N

10
12
15

21

23
31
34
38
41
42
43

50
52

]
¥
%@ s
2L
g

Flér ik
PR 2y
Cindy Choufan ~ Joseph Scully
Andy, Crystal & Baron ~
S8 % /Editorial Team
M2 7 K

Sy

iR F

P Ffw

Pastor Roland

Shirley Shum, Jenny So,

C.K. Yan, Hui Zhang, Li Li,
Cindy Choufan, Joseph Scully
Jackie Tso

Catherine Zhang



SR E T SR T R

-
A iw&gagmA&k

’rﬁ]?l‘—*ril« ) 17?—£1r'— l[}ﬁ'
— B ghreT v@.,i\. [l =1
,‘” kenp Fip7 0 RN
LIRS IO |
r’J’JEE‘?F” ‘/},%l ﬁk“g ’

FlE Ao B o ER T

SR [ AR NBEH R

m%}é’ﬁé?-

1) Ao B APREDR &4 26> A7
B g R g R £

2)§#&§’£%§——&%kﬁ%@‘
ol RN ﬁ’kﬁ’%ww%Ai
3B B R AR ?/f ;

3>«L@@%$%ﬂ»’wr

l[@ﬁ: FhESe A o

;%dm +APﬂm73’K3h] e ? f ,\.Paﬁm&
|

—~

o

i

‘3\? ’EH

A% Bf Pastor Roland

The society has gradually opened up under the
policy of "co-existing with the pandemic", the
market is regaining its vitality, and the number of
people returning to church gatherings has also
increased.

Most Chinese churches face the re-gathering with
a cautious attitude. Although social distancing
has inevitably shortened, wearing masks, wash-
ing hands frequently, and using hand sanitizers
are still common practices. Thanks to the Lord, in
the past year when our church resumed physical
gatherings, we did not receive any infected cases
due to church gatherings. On the contrary, many
families were infected in other public places and/
or other gatherings, but they were recovered
within days.

In fact, "be cautious" should not only be about
pandemic prevention, but also an attitude of
how we live. Many people realize that we are
approaching the end times like a wake-up call. As
a matter of fact, the Bible has clearly warned
us to be watchful, hasn’t it? Since the return of
the Lord is near, how should we and the church
prepare ourselves? Should we be more prudent
to use our time, resources, and opportunities to
serve Him and His Kingdom?

Perhaps, | will be cautious and yet optimistic.
| can be optimistic because my experience of
walking with God has deepened over the past
two years: 1) during the storm of my service,
when God was not moving, | did not move, and |
witnessed that He intervened at His timing;
2) when God was moving, | moved accordingly—
encouraged group devotional journey (GD)),
responded to the immigration movement, and
at the same time, brothers and sisters are also
moving -- participating in small town and local
missions; 3) when people were worried about
the aging of the Cantonese congregation, God
has sent many young families to join us. God’s
Spirit is leading our way, so can we not be
optimistic? May we all move forward in faith!
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“Everything will soon come to an end. So be
serious and be sensible enough to pray. Most
important of all, you must sincerely love each
other, because love wipes away many sins.”
(CEV)
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“Welcome people into your home and don't
grumble about it. Each of you has been
blessed with one of God's many wonderful
gifts to be used in the service of others. So

use your gift well.” (CEV)
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“Everything should be done in a way that will bring
honor to God because of Jesus Christ, who is
glorious and powerful forever. Amen.” (CEV)
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¢ Look for and intentionally get to know the unchurched
¢ Pray for the unreached people groups

¢ Equip ourselves by studying God's Word and by building an intimate relationship with
God

¢ Evangelize relatives, make a family testimony video

¢ Consider and adopt an evangelical heart perspective: equip ourselves by learning more
about the meaning of evangelism and become acquainted with evangelism strategies

¢ Connect with those planning to immigrate from Hong Kong, as it is a potential harvest.
There are several aspects of settlement: practical settlement — accommodation, chil-
dren ministry; mental settlement / settlement of the mind; settlement of spirit. The most
crucial timing / window of opportunity is before newcomers completely settle down

¢ Pay more attention to God’s work around us

¢ Allow the Holy Spirit to lead the way so that we know who, when, where, and how to
spread the gospel; continue praying for opportunities to share the gospel

¢ Use innovative ways to share the gospel, e.g., people met on a trip
¢ Our willingness to evangelize is more important than our skills

¢ Intentionally reach out to the unchurched through WhatsApp messages by sending en-
couraging and comforting messages

¢ Do practical gestures to show love and care
¢ Reconnect with long-lost people who have been away from church for a while

¢ Start with small actions and those who are living nearby in our neigh-
bourhoods

¢ Pray before approaching any non-believers
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New Friends, New Landscape
Pastor Roland

It has been a year since the New Immigrant Ministry (NIM)
started. We started our monthly prayer meeting in July of 2021.
A team of approximately 15 people were seeking, exploring, re-
ferring, consulting, and learning how to walk on this new path.
In mid-October, Evangel’s Video Production Team was formed,
and nearly 50 episodes about Edmonton and aspects of a new
immigrant’s life were filmed. Onevideo has been posted on Face-
book on a weekly basis. Dozens of families have contacted us
since then. Starting in January 2022, a monthly Zoom meeting
was set up to meet with Hong Kong friends. The NIM team has
been building trustworthy friendships while providing resources,
answering questions, and helping with individuals’ concerns
related to their moves. Our team has gained new knowledge in
the process.

Since the winter, there are over 40 new arrivals (adults and chil-
dren) that have been attending Evangel, including those who
came earlier. There will be several more arriving in August, with
a total of 60 people. In addition, there are many others who are
waiting for their application to be approved and I believe that
we will see a continuous influx of immigrants and returnees in
the next 1-2 years, or even longer. Most of the newcomers are
30-50 years old and have young children or teenagers, and are
looking forward to their new chapter in Canada. Therefore, if we
show them God’s love and help the newcomers to know and
grow in the Lord, the landscape of our church may change. This
change will not only extend to the Cantonese congregation, but
also to the English, the Children, and even the Mandarin congre-
gations. These young singles and families are full of energy and
vitality. Each family has its own story with a very different past,
but they are all ready to work hard in a new country to create
their own future. It is no coincidence that Evangel can become
their companion! I also believe that many of them will become
our new church family members. May Evangel accept and love
them from the bottom of our hearts!



NSPIRED AND ENCOURAGED
BY GOD’'S WORK IN CUBA

Shirley Shum

Despite the global pandemic and shortages of resources including the basic needs, Cuba
church planting continues.

Since Cuba 2020 Team 3 came back to Canada in February of 2020, Evangel has not
been able to send any mission teams to Cuba due to COVID-19. However, several Zoom
meetings were held among Evangel, Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention, and CCCOWE
Canada to learn about the situations in Cuba. It has been exciting and encouraging to
hear what God is doing through His faithful servants in Cuba. The three parties decided to
host a church planters’ conference to meet the church planters on Zoom. It is such a
blessing that Evangel is a part of the collaboration in witnessing the revival and church
planting movement in Cuba.

The two half-day “Cuba Church Planter’'s Conference” was held on June 27th and 28th.
There were about 105 church planters in ten Zoom sites, from twelve cities and six prov-
inces across Cuba invited to attend the conference. However, due to daily power outages
in many areas, some church planters from three Zoom sites could not attend. Some are bi
-vocational and must work part-time to support their families.

| am once again touched and encouraged by the church planters’ passion and faithfulness
in accomplishing what God had called them to do: the Great Commission. Their enthusi-
astic, energized, and zealous attitudes were contagious, especially when they shared
about God’s church planting work in Cuba.

43



It is difficult to comprehend and imagine that when the entire world has been literally and
practically put on a pause since March 2020, the church planting movement has been con-
tinuing in Cuba. There were at least seventeen churches planted during these challenging
times. It is indeed the love of Christ that puts them into action to bring more people to
Christ.

May God continue to bless Cuba and may their passion of sharing the gospel be contagious
enough to spread like the global pandemic.

Il Corinthians 5:13-15

'3 Are we crazy to talk like this? It is all because of what God has done. If we are
using our minds well, it is for you. ' For the love of Christ puts us into action. We
are sure that Christ died for everyone. So, because of that, everyone has a part in
His death. '° Christ died for everyone so that they would live for Him. They should
not live to please themselves but for Christ Who died on a cross and was raised
from the dead for them.

Jenny So

Thank God!! Through sharing on Zoom, | was once again able to meet with several pastors
| had met in Cuba. As soon as | joined the Zoom meeting, | heard a woman already excited-
ly sharing her evangelistic experiences and stories; unfortunately, | could only hear the last
five minutes of her sharing. But from her facial expressions and her voice, | could only hear
her passion and the satisfaction of her heart. Then, there were two new-faced church plant-
ers who shared their evangelistic work, and one pastor was whom we called Pastor D. He
kept mentioning the difficulties ahead of him and how new strategies could continue to
spread the gospel. | was already very touched by my brief participation. | saw a group of
people who held fast to the truth of the Bible, and each of them was like the apostle
Paul
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Paul who preached the gospel and was holy. Even as Cuban pastors and preachers face
difficulties, national poverty, food shortages, and outbreaks of the COVID-19 virus; when
all men seem to be unable to move forward any longer and continue again, God is still at
work with them, and God is still protecting them! It made me feel as if | saw the Lord Jesus
of the past who chose a manger to be born in, and today the Lord Jesus chose Cuba —
God can do anything. Alleluia! May the Lord bless every shepherd in Cuba who is working
hard with the gospel alone and give them peace from God. Even more, may we continue
to pray and ask God to implement the mission through grace and the Canadian churches.
May we pray for all missionaries globally and locally who love the Lord faithfully and are
being persecuted, because we take it for granted! Amen!

C.K. Yan

The familiar passage found in Matthew 28:19 -20 says, “Go and make disciples, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; Teach them to obey all that |
command you; | will always be with you until the end of the world.” This passage is telling
us believers, both locally and abroad, to strive to preach the gospel of God's salvation,
that the risen Lord has sent His disciples to preach regularly and everywhere. The faith of
this group of people in the Lord has touched people in every corner of the world, including
Christian brothers and sisters in Cuba. God's Word constantly encourages those who be-
lieve in Him to accept the challenge of "Go."
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In two three-hour Zoom sharing sessions with Cuban church planters and team from
CCCOWE Canada on the morning of June 27 and 28, about seventy brothers and sisters
from different church planting sites were invited to share their experiences in planting
churches especially during the pandemic. Through the English translation of the brothers
and preachers, they felt their excitement. In the midst of severe resource and food shortag-
es coupled with rising prices, they are still full of joy in telling us how to distribute the finan-
cial assistance given to them by using grace and blessings to promote the work of church
planting so that many people, including the poor, can be redeemed by God.

In 2018, | took a short mission trip to Cuba to experience the poor but truth-hungry life of the
locals, to meet and worship in poorly equipped places, and not to worry about life. This time,
| encountered many familiar faces, and | saw no trace of discouragement on their faces,
which is worthy of thanks to God. Evangel and CCCOWE Canada have a part in extending
the kingdom of God, and the same Cuban church planters actively preach and enjoy the joy
of spreading the gospel together. This is mission work and saving tens of thousands
(including the Cubans) is the practice mentioned above in the Great Commission. Mark 1:38
says this— “Jesus said to His disciples, ‘We may go elsewhere, to the neighboring villages,
where | may preach, because | came out for this.” The Cuban brothers and sisters have

traveled all over the cities and villages to do exactly what the Lord did in the past, so that
the Cuban compatriots can receive the gospel of the kingdom of heaven. May God keep the
Cuban ministry so that we may meet again soon.

Hui Zhang

Cuba Church Planter’s Conference was a remarkable success, glory to our Lord! | joined
the second day of conference; due to work, | missed the first day of conference. It was with
a special emotion to see all brothers and sisters there. Due to COVID-19, we were unable
to be there in person in Cuba, but | can see so many brothers and sisters through the Zoom
conference. It is amazing, God is the best! The biggest encouragement | received is from
the Cuba church planting movement: it is growing so fast, many brothers and sisters came
to serve God by responding to His calling, and | feel as if | can physically see God’s king-
dom expanding in Cuba. May God continue to bless Cuba and His name be glorified!
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Li Li

The Cuba Church Planter’s Conference was very inspiring and encouraging to me.
From so many Cuba church planters, | saw their genuine passion for the gospel and
love for God and for people’s souls. They are like the apostle Paul — the only thing in
their hearts is to spread the gospel and bring the lost souls to God. Their faith is so real
and they really live by faith. Their spirits and lives are so strong because of their faith,
even though they have little resources.

They all spoke from their hearts, no one read from notes during the conference (except
one who had to use PowerPoint to show the data, statistics, and financial statements).
They are like God’s army always searching and using the best strategies to plant new
churches with great discipline, obedience, and unity. They always start with praying for
the new area, finding a family of peace that welcomes the gospel forming a small group
then developing it into a church. They are willing to sacrifice their own comfort and fami-
ly’s needs to endure all the troubles and hardships for the gospel. | see true Christ
followers in them. They are great living examples to me.

| went on Cuba mission trips twice and each time | was moved by the Cuban pastors’
and Christians, especially young church planters’ passion and diligent work for Christ,
and this made me feel ashamed of being stagnant and complacent. God is doing mag-
nificent work in Cuba, and | am grateful that God let me see His work there. He is calling
more workers to go and see and work with Him. | hope being involved with God’s work
in Cuba will change our lives and make us closer to God.
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Cindy Choufan

Ever since our last mission trip to Cuba in 2020, my heart was pondering when | would be
able to see our Cuban brothers and sisters again. | knew travelling would be hard due to the
COVID-19 pandemic that has affected the entire world. A lot was changing, and people will
be learning to adapt to new norms and living in different conditions than before. Supply
shortages were widespread across many countries. However, this pandemic did not stop
Cuba from continuing to build God’s Kingdom. | saw this while attending a two-day video
conference held at the end of June for Cuba Church planting.

During the first day of the conference, Cuba church planters shared about their stats and
financial situation. It amazes me how they can make effective use of all the resources they
are provided with. Every single dollar spent is worth it! They were also successful in multi-
plying cell groups and meeting up in small spaces. Towards the ending, | had nothing but
admiration to how faithful servants they are even though they face challenges, they respond
with a Yes Lord, and continue with their work.

The second day of the conference, Cuba church planters further gave updates of what they
have been doing since the pandemic. Even though there was power outage there, it did not
stop us from staying connected with them. With a power generator, the conference contin-
ued, and we learned so much on how they have been able to strive and reach out to various
communities. Every day, they go out and spread the word of God to those who never heard
of it. The result: saving every precious soul and bringing them to reunite with Our Father!

May God bless them always!

48



Joseph Scully

| attended the online Cuba church planter’s conference this past week. The reason for me
doing so was because | have been to Cuba twice on mission trips, and | want to make it a
hat trick and go again (a hat trick in soccer is scoring three goals). After going on the
mission trips, it makes me aware of what’s happening outside my own zone and city, and
how the word of God is spreading throughout the world, which is so important. It was great
seeing and talking to Cuban brothers and sisters that | met, and the ones | had not met dur-
ing the Zoom conference. They shared what they had with me when | was in Cuba: from
opening their homes, sharing their food, and sharing how they spread the Lord’s messages.
It is always inspirational to listen and see what our Cuban brothers and sisters are doing,
which also puts a new perspective on how and what | can do here in my city. May God
bless all the mission trail blazers to continue. Hopefully, | can do my hat trick — going for the
third time.

| felt so much joy that so much work was done in the name of God by the brothers and
sisters in Cuba. There are so many people involved in this movement to spread the word; it
makes me feel so happy that more people are learning about our God through all these
newly planted churches.
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Road of Faith Jackie Tso

One morning in mid-April, I was browsing Facebook as usual, and I was very shocked
to see a post from the wife of my close friend from high school. It said, "He has chosen
to leave us today." I found out he had depression. I didn't even have time to process
this tragedy. In the same week, I received a phone call that told me my youngest son
Jeremy was not accepted into kindergarten at his brothers' school, but would be
put on the waiting list.

Receiving two devastating pieces of news in the same week was very hard to process...

With regards to my friend's death, it took me a while to process my grief. In the same
week that I heard the sad news, I joined the group devotion where I listened to God's
Word and prayed with a group of our brothers and sisters. I felt [ had never been so
close to God. I could feel Him healing me and walking with me those days. Because I
was blessed by my Heavenly Father, I tried to help my friend's wife every day by
sending her some Bible verses or emoji hugs. Later, she told me my messages helped
her go through the darkest nights.

As for Jeremy's kindergarten admission, I learned a year ago that the school had
changed its policy - admissions are by lottery, no one has a guaranteed spot, and only
those who live in the area and have siblings have priority. Since we moved out of the
school boundary, I started to worry that Jeremy might not be in the same school as his
brothers. During the past year, I kept thinking: "Should I use my friend's address?
How can I get 4 pieces of address proof?" Whenever I prayed, God told me not to use a
fake address. Every time [ thought about it, [ was not at peace. [ kept praying. When it
was time to register, [ prayed to God that [ would leave all this to Him and let Him
arrange for us because He knows what'’s best.
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So, when I learned that Jeremy was not accepted in April, many questions came to my
mind: "Would it make a difference if I had used a fake address? What can I do to
change this situation? Who should I talk to?" From April to May, I kept praying about
it. And I heard from God that [ should not do anything but just leave everything to
Him, and He will take care of it for me. Waiting was not easy! Then a few weeks later, I
got an admission confirmation call from the school! My heart was pounding with joy! I
could not believe that it was happening!! The day before receiving the phone call, I
was still thinking of ways to make transportation work for all my boys in September
and how I could talk to the office to ask for a spot!

My Lord is so great and wonderful! He has known everything we need!
Thank you, God, for giving me the strength so that I could help others!

[ didn't have enough faith, and I wanted everything to be under my control. It was
very hard to let it go and leave it to God. [ am still learning to leave everything to God.

\\\ | ///
<
Xpe@&%'??/

(od 1§ Faithiul

51



/// "

PICES Camp 2022 -
“Passport to Peace”

Reporter: Catherine Zhang

From July 8th to10th, Evangel Baptist Church had our annual SPICES Camp. SPICES
Camp is a Christian children camp that promotes six areas of development: Social,
Physical, Intellectual, Creative, Emotional and Spiritual. This year, the campers learned
ways to bring peace to others and how to be peacemakers.

The three days were filled with enjoyable activities that were action packed, heart rac-
ing and spiritually active. The activities did not only bring the campers closer to God,
but also closer to each other. Besides the crafts and other activities, we had a game of
dodgeball to end things off. The campers showed amazing behavior and good sports-
manship.

On the first day of the camp, each camper received a bright orange T-shirt with our
camp Bible verse and theme design on the back. Everybody looked super eager when
they heard they could put their own personal designs on their shirts! We began the
camp day off by singing praises, and all the campers looked excited and happy and
were jumping around to the beat of the songs. The campers decorated African clay pots
with various colorful designs and patterns! One of our team leaders, Bridget led this
activity along with Liesl. It was a little bit messy, but the kids seemed to enjoy it great-

ly!

The second day was filled with even more fun and engaging activities! We started off
with our daily praise songs and a mini sermon then jumped right into a bunch of excit-
ing parachute games. We played cat and mouse and played a mushroom game where
the campers had to lift the parachute then immediately sit right down to trap the air
inside. We ended off the day with travel extravaganza which was filled with a bunch of
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fun activities that encouraged teamwork, and communication between the campers.
The campers learned about different parts of the world on the world map. One of the
activities that they most enjoyed was when they had to recreate an outfit from newspa-
per! It was quite chaotic, but they had a lot of fun.

On the final day of camp, they did a stained class activity. Campers were given a clear
sheet of sticky paper and a dove which is a symbol of peace (in reference to our camp’s
theme this year). First they placed the dove on the sticky side, then they stuck small
pieces of colored paper on. There were many unique, interesting and creative color de-
signs and patterns. We ended off the last day of camp with a fun game of dodgeball led
by Shirley! Everyone was running around, having fun, and throwing balls.

Mini
~ M < \ " g

During the final session, all the campers
and leaders went to the front of the gym-
nasium and sang the two songs we had
been singing for the past two days. The
songs talked about how Jesus is our Lord
and Savior, and that no matter what, we
should be joyful because He is there for
us! The catchy beat made everybody want
to sing along and we ended off the day
with refreshments, goodies, and treats for
the campers.

Last but not the least, a big “thank you”
goes to the planning committee, all 28
volunteers serving onsite, and the prayer
warriors behind the scenes praying for
our 32 SPICES campers.
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