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Pastor Roland & Shirley

COVID-19 has caused many changes around the globe. Our family has also been experiencing
special changes that the pandemic has brought.

On March 16, 2020 at 8:15 a.m., Pastor Roland and I were about to leave for the hospital to
help my 95 year old father-in-law, Senior Mr. Shum, move. Right before being discharged to move
in to the Chinese Senior’s Lodge, the phone rang. Pastor Roland was advised by the manager of the
lodge that the scheduled move at 9:30 a.m. for his father had been cancelled due to the COVID-19.

It was such shocking news to us as all the complicated preparation work was arranged
beforehand, such as homecare, phone company, prescriptions, moving of furniture, etc. As a result,
he was kept in the hospital until further notice. During the waiting period, we continued to ask
prayer warriors to pray for God’s guidance for a better arrangement for Senior Mr. Shum.

On March 25, 2020, Senior Mr. Shum'’s attending doctor told me seriously about her proposals
for my father-in-law’s two arrangements at the time. She suggested that the best option would be
for him to stay with Pastor Roland and me before moving into the Chinese lodge. The doctor was
planning on referring us to be connected to the virtual hospital where my father-in-law’s health
conditions would be monitored on a regular basis by a medical team. As soon as | heard the news, |
was shocked and felt apprehensive as our house was not equipped for a 95 year old senior to live
in. There is no bathroom or bedroom on the main floor which also meant that if he were to stay
with us, he would have to go up and down the stairs every day. It was extremely hard to imagine
what we could do to accommodate his needs. Another challenge for me was to cook meals with low
sodium, low sugar, low fat and also low potassium that he would want to eat. [ was never a skilled
cook to begin with and I felt that God was really pulling my leg at the time by giving me such a
special mission. All we could do was to say yes to God’s invitation by bringing home my father-in-
law. Since we realized that it was God’s will for us to bring him to our home and under our care, my
fear and apprehension about the whole arrangement became secondary. I trusted that God would
walk alongside us in this seemingly challenging uphill journey.

Time has gone by very quickly, now it is already mid July which means that my father-in-law
has been staying with us for the last twelve weeks. We even had a simple 100t day celebration not
too long ago. We have totally enjoyed and treasured all the precious moments we spent with him
and every little thing we did together. All those memorable moments were priceless and filled with
surprises, laughter, and joy. God has given us more than we had expected. Although my life has
become more busy attending to many things, such as special meal plans, seminary studies, and
ministry, it is all worth it. This is indeed a blessing for me to be able to walk alongside my father-in-
law in this part of his life journey. We thank God for giving us this great and yet surprising gift of
being able to honour our parent in his old age. Exodus 20:12 "Honor your father and your mother,
so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”
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God is good and faithful. He has prepared many people to walk alongside us throughout
the last four months of our life journey while being caregivers, such as prayer warriors from
different churches, the medical team from the virtual hospital, a dietitian, grocery shoppers,
encouragers, and cheerleaders. In hindsight, God gave us the best gift and serving opportunity
that could not be replaced, given the current circumstance. It is indeed a blessing in disguise. He
closed the door we thought was the best, but then He opened another one that was even better for
us. God knows best as He is our sovereign God. No matter the circumstance, He is still in control.
For His children, He only gives the very best.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.“ (Isaiah 55: 8-9)

[t turned out to be a surprising assignment for Shirley and me receiving my dad at home and
taking care of him. He is 95 years old and is going to be 96 years old soon. He is losing his short
term memory and a lot of his mobility. It seems to be a heavy burden in addition to our already
packed daily schedule, but it turned into a surprising blessing that we never expected to have. Let
me share a 6-point care plan for seniors out of this special experience:

a) Love & care with tenderness: Seniors not only have their physical needs, but also
emotional and spiritual needs. I learned a great deal addressing my dad’s emotional needs
because of his dementia that easily arouses his confusion and fear.

b) Respect with humbleness: “Listen with respect to the father who raised you, and when your
mother grows old, don’t neglect her.” (Prov 23:22) Do not look down on our parents even if
they are not as knowledgeable as we are. Instead, respect them by accepting, understanding,
appreciating, and letting them be who they are.

c) Listen with patience: Seniors usually have fewer friends and not many are willing to
spend time listening to them. Thus, to honor them means you are interested in listening to
them, even when they repeat themselves.

d) Review / Discover with attentiveness: By listening, you help them rediscover their past
and recollect their life story. In my experience with my dad, there are a lot of surprises when
we discovered that he could sing, dance, play piano and harmonica.

e) Time together with enjoyment: “So make your father happy! Make your mother
proud!” (Prov 23:25) As we change our attitude, we can make our time with seniors become
enjoyable moments, with miracles potentially happening! Shirley and I have tried creating
memorable and lovely moments for my dad as well as for ourselves. That is the secret to
turning a burden into a blessing!

f) Help him finish well: Help your parents connect with God, their family, and people.
Assist them to finish the unfinished dreams or businesses if possible and face the end of life
with no regrets.
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he Sunchild People

Pastor Wayne Hoover

We moved to Sunchild First Nation a year ago. It is a Native Reserve 2
% hours south west of Edmonton. Here are some things we learned
about First Nations people.

¢ They are very friendly. Friends and family are always more important
than money, possessions, a career and accomplishments.

¢ They have a great sense of humour. They tell jokes. They laugh at
each other, and they laugh at themselves.

¢ Family is important. People live with parents and grandparents and
cousins and nieces and nephews.

¢ Culture is very important. They are very proud to be First Nations
people. They have a distinct culture and traditions that they celebrate
and enjoy.

¢ Elders are highly respected by everyone in the community.

¢ Most Native people are very good people. There are a few people who
are troublemakers and cause big problems. Some people struggle with
addiction. But most are good people who love their family, enjoy their
community, and follow traditions.

¢ Almost all First Nations people believe in a Creator God. Most know a
little bit about Christianity. However most do not believe in Jesus as a
Savior.

God has taken care of us. We live with an Elder in the community and
help look after her. We have met many people and made friends. Terra
and Trinity enjoy living here. They feel safe and have made friends. We
have a church service with about 8 people, and Sunday School for 15
children. We visit people and find ways to care for people.



Sunchild is a place of joy and of sadness. There is a lot of addiction to
alcohol and drugs. There have been about 20 deaths due to drug
overdose, suicide and impaired driving in the last year. All families have
been affected by trauma in some way. Most young people do not
graduate from high school. Many people do not have jobs. Many people
are without hope.

Pray that people would see Jesus as the Light.

“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those
who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.”
Matthew 4:16

Feel the Presence of God

Jerry Han

As a young child, my parents and [ immigrated to Canada from
mainland China in late 2000. Upon arriving in Calgary, AB, we lived in an
apartment in Chinatown. On the 3rd floor of the apartment there was a
Christian organization (CCM Canada) who reached out to us via new
immigrant welcoming programs. My parents began to go to church to
learn English. I remember the church van coming to pick up many
families like my own every Sunday morning.

In the beginning, church was a fun place to meet friends, make crafts,
and eat snacks. Looking back, I am very appreciative of the children’s
ministry for keeping me engaged and teaching countless old testament
stories. Later I attended Awana club, memorized bible verses for prizes
and played games in the gym. All along, church was a social gathering and
learning center. | was aware of the concepts of baptism and followed
along when we prayed to accept Christ.
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But deep down, the concept of Christianity was more head knowledge
and less life changing. I continued to go to church because it seemed
beneficial and my parents would ask me to do so. This version of church
continued to grade 12. For university, my parents encouraged me to
move out and experience living independently. For the first time since I
began to attend, [ had to make my own choice. No one would know if I did
not go, I was free and in a new city.

Living in my first year residence, I noticed all the possibilities. There
was no one to guide you, keep you accountable, to what was right or
wrong in the eyes of God. If you do not get caught, if you have fun, if no
one gets hurt ... then it was alright. Despite the secular freedoms, deep
down I knew there was right and wrong. It would appear that God’s Holy
Spirit had been there all along, nudging me to be different, to go against
the established culture and norms.

This was the wake up call that led to me making the decision to
rededicate myself and initiate the steps to being baptized. By the grace of
God some friends introduced me to Evangel. My parents had decided to
enforce certain rules such as church attendance while I was still a child,
but they had left the surrender to God and conviction to be self
discovered. In their wisdom, they knew I had to come to that decision
myself. It was something between me and God.

In Fall 2013 as I navigated through the first year of university, I was
also getting to know Evangel, a new church in a new city. After attending
church for over 12 years, in summer of 2014 while I was back at my
parents’ home and Calgary church, [ was baptized.

Throughout the many years of university, the hardships in academics,
experiences with others, serving in church ministries... all the while
exposed to a multitude of moral stances, cultures, religions, and philoso-
phies that exist on a university campus... I can confidently say that I
continue to learn and grow and feel the presence of God.



ersonal Journey in Christ

Elena Monar

[ grew up in a churchgoing family. Every Sunday I attended Sunday
School under the denomination of Conservative Baptist Church in Sta.
Maria Laguna. My biological father was one of the pioneers who started
said Sta. Maria Evangelical Church. He was one of the biggest influences
in my mother and her family to attend and be involved in church activi-
ties regularly. Then my mother became a Christian and she committed
her life to Christ. As I remember, she was actively involved in every
church activity, handled church office work and was very faithful in
giving her tithes and offering. At my early age, my mother trained me to
give offering every time I attended Sunday school where she always gave
money to me for that specific purpose.

Consequently, all along my thought was [ was a Christian already
since I was a regular church attendee and was born into a Christian
family. But because of fear of death that brought me into the realization
that I was not sure yet of going to heaven when I died.

When I attended a youth summer camp, my camp counselor led me to
pray to receive Christ as my Lord and Savior. At that moment, I commit-
ted my life to Christ and now I am certain that when I die I will go to
heaven and will meet my parents again.

As soon as I received Christ in my heart I was baptized through
immersion by Pastor Samuel Divinagracia of Sta. Maria Evangelical
Baptist Church.

Walking with God is not an easy journey; there are a lot of tests and
trials, like a bed of roses with thorns and thistles but one thing I am sure
and will always claim in Deuteronomy 31:6, Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes
with you; “He will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Every day, my desire is to magnify His name and remain faithful until
He comes.
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was prosecuted and denied
by my family and friends, but ...

Ed Monar

[ was born into a very religious family. I was born as a Roman Catholic, served the
church at an early age of my life; from a boy serving as a church acolyte to a legionar-
ies until | became a member of Knight of Columbus.

Being a dedicated religious person made it difficult to see that I needed to be
saved. I became a very self-righteous person. I felt like an elite citizen of the Church
Community. I thought that [ was closer to God than other people and because of that |
became an arrogant, proud & self-centered person.

Our family has been in good financial condition since I was in elementary school [
thought I could do anything and everything at my disposal.

One day my father got an accident. He lost his finger and also lost his job. Every-
thing started going down, We left the executive village and lived in regular housing, I
switched from an exclusive school to a public school. Our finances declined and the
assets were all gone and we lived on privilege family income.

[ do not understand what was going on at that time. With my deepest frustration, I
challenged God with a big question; I said to Him, “If you are the true God show me if
you are the real God.”

Then nothing happened. My parents & my family continued to suffer from living on
very limited resources.

When I was back in college, my 1st year, 1st semester, | saw 3 Baptist Seminary
students coming to our school campus every Friday afternoon. They were gathering
students who wanted to attend their campus event - small group meetings.

[ called them a syndicate group. They sang, played and then taught their beliefs. I
know it was something like a Bible study. A few weeks later, my Technology teacher
invited our class to attend that small group study.

They taught a lot of things about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit. They were religious

people that mostly [ knew and who undoubtedly agreed with my understanding. When
they said “All men are sinners”, that topic concerned me and got my attention.
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I thought that [ was not a sinner. But in that session, I was convicted thz
a self-righteous person but would not be saved. I found out that I was
going to hell. On that day I confessed my sin and received Christ Jesus asimy Lord and
Saviour. :

It was 21st August 1981 when I was saved and baptized by immeiﬁsion after a
month in the same year at Marikina First Baptist Church in the Philippinesif;

Since then, God has changed me. [ became a new person. I understood that all I had,
all that I gained and all that I was were of no value. Then I forwent everythlng and [
fully trusted and obeyed HIM according to his WORD in the Bible.

[ was prosecuted and denied by my family and friends, but God gave;"me new
friends and a family who guide and take care of me so that I may know and experlence
the life of a true believer in Christ Jesus.

na SYC | Dedicate My Life ... =\

Jotham Monar

I grew up in a Christian family. I am always attended church because my parents
always involved themselves in doing ministry events in the church and family small
group meetings.

As | was getting older my dad shared to me the gospel. I learned that a man is a
sinner and not able to save himself by any his effort. I received Christ Jesus as Lord and
Saviour when [ was 9 years old.

Since then I have been involved in youth activities. And during one Summer Youth
Camp I dedicated my life deeper to serve God.

[ started to attend EBC in 2018 after my parents’ furlough for a year from CIA -
CNBC (Filipino Church) establishing the new leadership.

Since then, | have regularly attended EBC and have been involved in Youth Minis-
try.
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Evangel Baptist Church
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